
Downtown Area Citizens Advisory Council 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 7 pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84182401354?pwd=by8wRDQ3NjJ0S0ZaYmpYTGs2MmFHUT09  
Phone:  877-853-5257 Meeting ID: 841 8240 1354   Passcode: DACAC  

 
Roll call: 
Carolyn Arcure: present in Ann Arbor 
John Chamberlin: present in Ann Arbor 
Donald N Duquette: present in Petoskey, MI 
Joan M French: not present 
Peter Honeyman: present in Ann Arbor 
Stephen G Palms: not present  
John Splitt:  present in Ann Arbor 
 
Also attending: Joe Arcure, Amy Balogh, Eleanor Linn, Chris Crockett, Angela Frances 
Peat, and Ilene Tyler. 
 

The Downtown Area Citizens Advisory Council, which works to advise the DDA and City 
Council about issues and opportunities that affect downtown livability, met over Zoom on 
September 6, 2022. 

A portion of the meeting was spent discussing the proposed concept of replacing the five-
story apartment building at 721 E. Forest, one block south of the DDA district, with an 11-
story building that would house more than twice as many students. Some participants took 
objection to the use of PUD zoning, to the public benefits offered, to the height of the 
building, and to its effect on neighboring residences, while others spoke to the critical need 
to address the housing crisis that the city faces. Meeting participants expressed interest in 
further making their voices heard at a citizen participation meeting on Thursday, September 
8 and at future Planning Commission meetings. 

Most of the meeting was devoted to a discussion of the DDA’s Capital Improvement Plan, 
past, present, and future, led by Amber Miller, DDA Capital Projects Manager. This was 
especially well received, as the CAC has been looking for ways the Council can have an 
early view and voice in the DDA’s planning process.  

Beyond general satisfaction and approval of the DDA’s recommendations for the CIP 
moving forward, special attention was paid to the line item specifying Downtown Alley 
Improvements, which dovetails neatly with the CAC’s focus on downtown livability. The 
CAC understands the DDA emphasis on investment in infrastructure, not services, yet, in 
discussion, participants suggested that this budgeted item, which has been more vision 
than reality in recent CIP cycles, might be a useful starting point for investment in a pilot 
project working with the City to address downtown solid waste issues, especially on State St 
between the diag and North Quad. CAC will continue to look for ways to influence the DDA 
and the City to improve that situation for all of the users of State St. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84182401354?pwd=by8wRDQ3NjJ0S0ZaYmpYTGs2MmFHUT09

