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The Downtown Citizens’ Advisory Council, which advises the DDA and City Council about 
issues and opportunities that affect downtown livability, met over Zoom on Tuesday, October 4, 
2022. 
 
Present were CAC Members Don Duquette, Steve Palms, John Chamberlain, Carolyn Arcure, 
John Splitt and Angela Frances Peat.   
 
Near neighbors were Chris Crockett, Joe Arcure, Frances Todoro-Hargreaves of the State Street 
Merchants Association, and Peter Osler.  
 
Our special guest was Sarah Mason, the Resource Recovery Manager for AA Public Works. 
 
Congratulations were extended by all to Angela Frances Peat, out newest CAC appointee.  No 
one from DDA was present.  Duquette reported that he had invited the DDA director and 
members of the board to attend.  Closer communication and connection with the DDA has been a 
theme of past CAC meeting.  Amber Miller’s presentation in September on the DDA Capital 
Improvement Plan was greatly appreciated.   
 
The committee discussed the articles sent by Chris Crockett last month.  Although density is 
generally an environmental benefit, skyscrapers, i.e. excessively tall buildings, are not always 
efficient and can contribute to isolation and lack of social cohesion.  City canyons detract from 
livability and aesthetics. 
 
Frances Todoro-Hargreaves, Chair of the Ann Arbor Police Oversight Commission, updated the 
committee on the Commission and recent discussions regarding unarmed police response.  
Committee will follow up on those discussions. 
 
Sarah Mason gave a helpful presentation on solid waste issues and efforts to improve service 
throughout the downtown.  The new provider is expected to be Waste Management with a new 
contract to be submitted to Council by the end of the year.  WM will be asked to assess the 
current service and prose improvements.  A report on a recent solid waste survey is expected 
soon.  Sarah fielded many questions: about trash barrels full and not enough available; persistent 
bins, 20 to 30 at a time, left outside Target on State Street blocking one of the busiest sidewalks 
in Ann Arbor; composting for condos and other Multi Unit Dwellings.   
 
Peter Osler picked up on our discussion of building height and the future A2 Master Plan and 
recommended A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings, Construction, by Christopher Alexander.  
This suggestion was echoed by several members as a helpful resource. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Don Duquette, Sloan Plaza 
Serving as Co-chair 


