
AFFORDABLE HOUSING/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 14, 2022 

Place:   DDA Office, 150 S. Fifth Ave., Suite 301, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Time:    9:00 a.m.  

Committee Present:     Tyler Kinley 

Partners:   Shannon Gibbs-Randall/Planning Commission, Matt 
                     Carpenter/AAATA, Jennifer Hall/AAHC, Eli Neiburger/AADL 

Staff:   Kelley Graves, Shelby Mistor 

Public:   None 
 
Mr. Kinley opened the meeting by briefly discussing possible changes to the AH/ED Committee calendar 
moving forward including reducing the number of DDA only and Partner meetings. More information to 
follow. 
 
AAATA:  Mr. Carpenter said the AAATA millage passed.  The funds will be available beginning mid-
July 2024 and the AAATA will begin implementing changes in August 2024.  Some of these changes 
include the joint development project with the AAHC at 350 S. Fifth Ave (old Y-Lot), express route 
to downtown, and the expansion of services hours.  The AAATA Board approved its 25-year long 
range plan.    
 
DDA:  Mr. Watson said the State Street project originally scheduled for completion by Labor Day 
has been moved out to October.  The Miller Catherine project to upgrade the watermain and 
expand the bikeway network in that area in support of the AAHC’s affordable housing project is 
targeted for completion in early November.  Mr. Watson said he will begin talks with the DDA 
Board in early 2023 on the DDA’s long-term strategy and development plan beyond 2033.  
 
Planning Commission: Ms. Gibbs-Randall suggested consideration be given to including basic 
infrastructure in City and DDA streetscape projects moving forward to accommodate future SEU 
(Sustainable Energy Unit) initiatives to minimize digging up the streets in the future.  She said the 
development at Pontiac Trail and Dhu Varren is undergoing review. It will be a mixed development 
of single-family and multi-family units.  TC1 (Transit Corridor) Districts  have been approved for 
State and Eisenhower and the Stadium Blvd area. Planning held a pre-meeting on an upcoming 
Forest Avenue development.  Ms. Gibbs-Randall shared the issue of the Oak beetle spreading a 
fungus that is impacting acres of 300+ year-old Oaks in Ann Arbor. Trimming needs to be done in 
the winter, during dormancy, to stop the spread of fungus by the beetle.  
 
AAHC:  Ms. Hall spoke of the unknown underground issues that are encountered on building sites 
that impact plans and timelines.  She said the AAHC has revised its strategy for its affordable 
housing developments, deciding to go through the design phase and the site plan approval process 
and then release the RFP to ensure the development is built with a focus on and adherence to the 
public purpose.  The Miller Catherine project will include first floor tenant amenities.  The project 
includes a 2000 square foot common area. The Community Leadership Council and the members 
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of the community are involved in the decision on what will be in this space.  There are three 
options being discussed.  The AAHC is reviewing and planning for the response to the environmental 
testing done at the 415 W. Washington lot. 
 
AADL:  Mr. Neiburger said the AADL has purchased a warehouse in Scio Township.  Office space 
with geo-thermal is being built out now.  The plan is house the archives at the warehouse as well, 
which presents a challenge of meeting carbon-neutral goals while ensuring the required storage 
infrastructure for the archives. The AADL plans to move its delivery vehicles to zero emissions, 
which would require solar power. It is looking at the installation of flywheels at the warehouse to 
reach this goal.   The AADL Board is aware of the need for a new main library but, does not want to 
propose a bond. The Library was built in 1955 and had two additions in the 70’s. The Library owns 
the site.  A community feasibility study in 2018 indicated a mixed first floor housing and upper 
level library option was possible.  This would require the Library to partner with another 
organization/developer.  The three-parcel site would need to be rezoned from public land to D1.  
No specific plans in the works at this time. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
The next Affordable Housing/Economic Development Committee meeting (DDA only)  is scheduled 
for October 12, 2022 at 9 am.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 am 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kelley A. Graves, Board Secretary 
 
 


