
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, November 9, 2022 

Place:     DDA Office, 150 S. Fifth Ave., Suite 301, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Time:      9:00 a.m.  

Committee Present:       Tyler Kinley 

Other Board Members: Thressa Nichols 

Partners:     Shannon Gibbs-Randall/Planning Commission, Matt 
                       Carpenter/AAATA, Eli Neiburger/AADL 

Guests:     Teresa Gilotti/Washtenaw County, Aubrey Patino/Avalon Housing,  
                        Jennifer Hall/AAHC 

Staff:     Hayett Chater, Kelley Graves, Shelby Mistor, Jeffrey Watson 

Public:     Members of the public were in attendance 
 
The main focus of the meeting was a discussion about Ann Arbor’s unhoused population. Guests included 
Ms. Aubrey Patino, Director of Avalon Housing, Teresa Gilotti, Director of Washtenaw County Office of 
Community and Economic Development, and Jennifer Hall, Director of the Ann Arbor Housing Commission.  
They provided data and detailed information about their individual organizations’ properties and services, 
and ongoing initiatives. 
 
Ms. Patino emphasized focusing on housing being “a right not a reward.”  There was discussion about 
episodic and chronic homeless populations. The majority are episodic, which self-resolve within a short 
period of time.  The other part of the population is categorized as chronic, requiring the most support 
services and has a higher cost to provide ongoing assistance.  There was significant funding available at both 
the state and federal level during the pandemic.  These funding sources, extensions, and moratoriums on 
evictions are ending.  In addition to the decreased funding, all of the organizations are experiencing staffing 
and supply shortages. Questions were asked and answered. It was a very in-depth and informative 
discussion.  It was agreed that ongoing education, awareness, and support are needed. 
 
Mr. Kinley asked all three guests to email links to their organization information, data, volunteer, and 
donation opportunities discussed during the meeting. The links are provided below: 
 
 Recent data on homelessness:   www.washtenaw.org/coc 
 Monthly newsletter on the Continuum of Care:   

https://www.washtenaw.org/3591/CoC-Newsletter 
 Sign-up link for daytime warming center needs /volunteering:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/53177db0ea42-daytime 
 Donations to Avalon may be made through the website (www.avalonhousing.org) 
 Properties the AAHC is developing on city-owned sites:  

Development of City-Owned Properties as Affordable Housing (a2gov.org) 
 Washtenaw Housing Alliance’s State of Homelessness & Affordable Housing event is scheduled 

for Tuesday, November 15th from 8am-10:30am at Washtenaw Community College – Morris 
Lawrence Building  (event webpage here). Registration is closed.  

http://www.washtenaw.org/coc
https://www.washtenaw.org/3591/CoC-Newsletter
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/53177db0ea42-daytime
http://www.avalonhousing.org/
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/Housing/Pages/Development-of-City-Owned-Properties-as-Affordable-Housing.aspx
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whalliance.org%2Fstate-of-homelessness-event&data=05%7C01%7Cgillottitm%40washtenaw.org%7C1960cfadd008460c326d08dac285d61b%7C940f79927c85414e8cb10632dd3a5282%7C0%7C0%7C638036177363396357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yevWpVioE0XFGOmThLeHN6WAMj%2BqPjgKtNqNJhmy49E%3D&reserved=0
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Partner updates were also shared today: 
 
AAATA:  Mr. Carpenter said the AAATA millage approved earlier this year will support the efforts of Avalon 
Housing, AAHC, and Washtenaw County with additional routes and longer hours of service. He said the 
AAATA conducted an Alternative Propulsion Bus Study as part of its exploration of zero emission bus 
propulsion technology  (https://www.theride.org/about/projects/theride-zero-emission-buses).  
 
DDA:  Mr. Watson said the DDA provides the funding for the getDowntown go!pass program in support of 
the efforts to provide accessible and affordable transportation for the community. He shared an email from 
go!pass program participant, Café Zola expressing the positive impact  of the program for their employees 
and their business. 
 
Planning Commission: Ms. Gibbs-Randall said the Commission is currently reviewing several developments. 
The only downtown location being reviewed at this time is the Treasure Mart on Detroit Street that was 
purchased by a church.  The Commission continues its work plan discussions that include D1 and D2 zoning, 
an electrification ordinance, a site plan light for smaller projects, and mixed-use neighborhoods. 
 
AADL:  Mr. Neiburger said work continues on the Scio Township warehouse that the Library District 
purchased for housing its archives and some of its operations.  Once completed, renovations will begin on 
the downtown AADL to create more public space.  The Library is seeing an increase in patrons overall with a 
high percentage still utilizing library resources remotely vs. in-person.    
 
Public Comment:   
Mr. Haber asked about the potential for development of the air space above the BTC as part of the AAHC 
development at 350 S. Fifth Ave. (old Y-Lot) and the financing/cost aspect of the project.  Though not the 
norm to respond to public comment, Ms. Hall and Mr. Carpenter answered Mr. Haber’s question.  This 
option was discussed during the planning stage.  It was determined that because the optimal number of 
affordable housing units could not be built in the air space above the BTC and, that the AAHC would be 
subject to the same extensive federal regulations as the AAATA if affordable housing units were built in that 
space, this was not a viable option.  
 
Ms. Andrade (MSAA), Ms. Todoro-Hargreaves (SSAA), and Carolyn and Joseph Arcure (residents) thanked 
everyone for the discussion on Ann Arbor’s unhoused population. 
 
The next Affordable Housing/Economic Development Committee meeting (DDA only)  is scheduled for 
December 14, 2022 at 9 am.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:55 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kelley A. Graves, Board Secretary 

https://www.theride.org/about/projects/theride-zero-emission-buses

