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PEOPLE FRIENDLY STREETS
First & Ashley Project / William Street Bikeway / Huron Street Design

ANN ARBOR DDA | People-Friendly Streets

Public Workshop #2, June 2018



Outline

ÅPeople-Friendly Streets Overview

ÅHuron Street Update

ÅFirst/Ashley Project & William Street 
Bikeway
ςGoals and overview

ςDesign direction

ςTechnical findings

ÅNext Steps

ÅQuestions (20 min)

ÅReview drawings, plans, and team 
discussions (45 min)
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On a Mission to Strengthen Downtown Ann Arbor

The mission of the Ann Arbor 
Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) is to undertake 
public improvements that have 
the greatest impact in 
strengthening the downtown area 
and attracting new private 
investments.

Streets are the primarypublic-space in 
the downtown and the means by which 
we connect with local destinations for 
exchange; including: shops, cultural 
centers, people, events, retail spaces, 
jobs, and ideas.
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Streets are PLACES andCORRIDORS
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Acknowledge the land use 
context.  Streets are places.

Not all streets can support 
all modes of travel equally.

Emphasize safety for all 
modes of travel to create 
safe and comfortable 
networks for movement.



A2DDA & People-Friendly Street Program
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A safe and 
comfortable street for 
everyone for all modes 
of travel.

LƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 
sustainability by 
encouraging active 
transportation, using 
resources efficiently, 
and using practices that 
protect air and water 
quality.

Streets that are fun and 
interesting and celebrate 
the character of 
downtown. They invite 
you to linger, to talk to 
your neighbors and to 
shop.

²ƛƭƭ Χ

IMPROVE SAFETY 
AND COMFORT

PROMOTE GREEN 
DESIGN

Streets designed to 
increase access to local 
businesses while 
supporting commercial 
operations.

INCREASE ACCESS 
& CONNECTIVITY
Connects people to 
where they want to go 
and makes it easy to get 
there by foot, bike, car 
and bus. Designed to 
encourage people to 
connect to each other 
and the community 
around them. 

DESIGN 
RESPONSIBLY

CELEBRATE CIVIC 
LIFE & ACTIVITY

Keeps people in mind 
throughout the process. 
Design streets that make 
the best use of public 
dollars for the benefit of 
all.

STRENGTHEN 
BUSINESSES



ANN ARBOR DDA | People-Friendly Streets

6

STREETS FOR PEOPLE
PEOPLE-FRIENDLY STREETS



People-Friendly Street Projects
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South University
Project Completed: 2017

Fifth & Detroit
Design Completed: 2017
Construction: 2018 Spring to Fall

Huron Street (3rd to Division)
Design Phase: 2018
Construction: 2019 Spring to Fall

First & Ashley Project
Design & Feasibility Phase: 2018
Engineering: 2019
Construction: 2020

William Street Bikeway
Design & Feasibility Phase: 2018
Engineering: 2019
Construction: 2020

Å Two-Way Restoration
Å Protected bikeway
Å Safety Improvements

Å Protected bikeway
Å Safety Improvements

Å Streetscape
Å Safety Improvements



First & Ashley Project History 

ÅFirst & Ashley were made 
into a one-way pair in the 
мфслΩǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ partially 
completed downtown 
άōȅǇŀǎǎέ.

Problems:

ÅSafety concerns for all users

ÅUncomfortable for cycling and 
walking

ÅExcessive travel speeds 

ÅConfusing way-finding

ÅReduced business access

ÅDiminished street character
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City Context

ANN ARBOR DDA | People-Friendly Streets

9

Downtown is about a 15 
minute bike ride from 
Highways I-94, M14, and US-
23

There is no legitimate need 
to speed through downtown 
or the neighborhoods



Key Concepts: Two-Way Street Restoration on First and Ashley

ÅBenefits:

ςDirect routing for motorists, cyclists, 
and transit riders

ςRevitalizationand place-making

ςBetter image ςdo-not-enter signs, 
place vs thoroughfare

ςIncreased access to businesses

ςRespects historic intent: better social & 
economic exchange

ςRedundancyfor events, parades, 
ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΧ

ςEasier way-finding and tourism

ςEasier Enforcement ςless speeding, 
reckless driving, weaving, wrong-way 
travel
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South Bend, Indiana
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South Bend, Indiana



Key Concepts: Safety

ÅCritical goal within community

ÅEvery trip is a pedestrian trip at some point

ÅReduced speeding on two-way streets

ÅSlower speeds

ςreduce:

Number of crashes

Number of injuries & fatalities

Noise, accelerating, deceleration

Stopping distances

ςincrease:

comfort for customers, residents, & 
employees

comfort cyclists & pedestrians

ςeliminate:

άŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘέ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƭŀƴŜǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ

weaving 
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Key Concepts: Designing for Vulnerable Users

ÅInclusiveof pedestrians, bike riders, 
businesses, residents, cafés, loading, 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΧ

Å/ƛǘȅΩǎ Vision Zero Commitment

ςGoal of zero fatalities

ÅComfortableDesign Elements:

ςGood lighting

ςLegible crosswalks

ςUnobstructed walk zones

ςCurb ramps and smooth transitions
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Key Concepts: Bicycle Level of Stress & Active Transportation
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Sharrow
ά{ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘέ

Strong & 
Fearless

Enthusiastic & 
Confident

Interested but
Concerned

No way, no how

Conventional Bike Lane Buffered Bike Lane

2-way Protected Bike Lane 
(cycletrack)



Bicycling in U.S. 1960 - 2013
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1970
1st Bike Lanes

2000
Lots of Bike Lanes

2009
Protected Bike Lanes

Conclusion:  More Comfortable Bike Infrastructure

Results in More Bike Use

Source: Based on graphic from www.bikeportland.org
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Dutch U.S.A.

Cyclist Killed per 100 million km cycled 

Cyclist Injured per 10 million km cycled 

1.1
1.6

5.5

33.5
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Dutch U.S.A.

Cyclist Killed per 100 million km cycled 

Cyclist Injured per 10 million km cycled 

1.1
1.6

5.5

33.5

Conclusion:  Comfortable Bike 

Infrastructure Results in Increased 

Comfort and Increased Safety



Key Concepts: Protected Bike Lanes

ÅProtected bike lanes = Safer for 
more users:
ςProvides physical separation between 

bike and vehicle lanes (e.g. flex-posts, 
medians, parked cars).

ςCan be one-directional or bi-directional

ςProvides legitimacy to cyclists using 
streets

ςProvides fewer conflicts with motorists 
and pedestrians.

ςIncreases retail/food sales (New York 
City and Toronto)

ςIncrease in cycling!
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People-Friendly Street Projects
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HURON STREET
PEOPLE-FRIENDLY STREETS


